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BOOK NOTICES. 

Hand-Book of the Law of Contracts. By Wm. L. Clark, Jr. 
Sheep, 925 pp. Price, $3.75. West Publishing Co., St. Paul, 1894. 

We like the way in which the subject of Contracts is developed 
by the author of this work. He follows the general lines of 
Anson in his treatment of a contract and logically traces out its 
attributes. In spite of the modest disclaimer of originality, Mr. 
Clark shows that he has not been content to follow the loose 
statements of either books or cases. In several instances he has 
insisted upon the logic of the law though the cases have squinted 
another way. Therein he has ceased to be a mere compiler and 
has asserted the author's privilege. The black letter headings 
smack of the class-room, but this, if it be a fault, is not so much 
Mr. Clark's as it is the publishers', and the publishers declare it to 
be a positive virtue. For class-room work the book is admirable, 
but it should be administered in small doses and by a competent 
physician. For instance, at the beginning the very definition of 
a contract is a little involved in the mazes of abstruse jurispru- 
dence, which the average law student will find hard to compre- 
hend, and the average law instructor even harder to make him 
comprehend. Once the principles of a contract are grasped, both 
instructor and student ought, with a proper selection of illustrating 
cases, to find the rest of the book plain sailing. Time alone will 
tell whether the practitioner will use Clark on Contracts. We 
say this advisedly because the book has some faults which the 
practicing lawyer will find hard to condone. To illustrate, there 
are very few concrete examples set out in full to support the theo- 
retical statements, and a lawyer as a rule turns to cases and 
spurns text-book opinions unless they are haloed by the ages. 

A Treatise on the Principles of Pleading in Civil Actions. By Henry 
John Stephen. Edited by James De Witt Andrews. Octavo, sheep, 
lx. + 554 pp. Price, $4.00 net. Callaghan & Co., Chicago, 1894. 

" Stephen on Pleading " is so well and favorably known by 
those acquainted with legal bibliography that it would be pure 
pedantic affectation to enumerate its many excellent features in a 
magazine of this character. Though written seventy years ago it is 
regarded, even to-day, as one of the most scholarly and logical 
treatises on the subject. Other authors have made valuable com- 
pilations of the different rules of pleading and illustrated them 
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with explanations and apt examples, but to Stephen belongs the 
honor of being the first writer to elucidate and scientifically discuss 
the principles underlying these rules. Mr. Andrews, the editor of 
this edition, believes that students of law should have Stephen's 
entire work and not mere extracts or wholesale paraphrases of it, 
as is too frequently the case in many modern works on pleading. 
He has therefore prepared this edition with special reference to 
them. The text of Stephen's first edition has been used, and its 
general arrangement retained, but he has added thereto under the 
head of Part I., an Introduction, in which he discusses the merits 
and defects of common law pleading, the distinctive features 
of code reform, and the relation between the code and common 
law procedure. He shows most forcibly that while code proced- 
ure has abolished the excessive formality that characterized com- 
mon law procedure, yet the principles of the two systems are 
identical and unchanged. A knowledge of the latter is essential 
to an understanding of the former. A chapter on Joinder of Par- 
ties, and one on the Election of Remedies, has also been added. 
Part II. and Part III. are Stephen's text entire, the former contain- 
ing a summary and connected account of the whole proceedings in 
a suit, and the latter the principal rules of pleading. The text is 
supported by carefully selected cases taken from code and com- 
mon law States, and its value is further enhanced by numerous 
notes which contain the editor's amplifications, or which show the 
recent modifications in the rules and forms of procedure. Mr. 
Andrews has made the work thoroughly modern and practical, 
and students of law, whether intending to practice under common 
law procedure rules or code rules, will find this the most recent, 
and helpful edition of Stephen's treatise. The volume is well 
bound, the paper is of good quality with dead finish, and the type, 
both of the text and the notes, large and clear. 

American Probate Law and Practice. A Complete and Practical 
Treatise, Expository of Probate Law and Practice as it Obtains 
To-day, Including a Discussion of the General Principles Govern- 
ing the Execution and Proof of Wills, the Devolution of Property, 
the Administration of Estates, and the Relation Subsisting between 
Guardian and Ward. Applicable to all States. By Frank S. Rice. 
xlv. + 785 pp. Sheep, $6.50 net. Matthew Bender, Albany, 1894. 

The author of this work, Mr. Rice, is favorably known to the 
profession by his masterly and scholarly treatise on "Civil and 
Criminal Procedure," and his name is a sufficient guarantee that 
this volume represents painstaking and laborious research, and a 



